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For me it seems like 2025 has flown by, maybe that it is true for some of you as well.  I hope that 
everyone experiences a wonderful Christmas and that Jesus seems more real and meaningful 
than ever before.  I believe God has some wonderful things in store for us in 2026. We will share 
opportunities, challenges, joys and sorrows, that is part of being a family, a church, and a com-
munity.  But I believe God has good things in store for us next year.   
 
The prophet Isaiah presents these words from God, “Behold, I am doing a new thing! Now it 
springs forth, do you not perceive it?” (Isa. 43:19) What new things might the Lord be bringing 
forth for this church over the next year? How will God shape and mold us to be more Christlike in 
the coming days? Let us seek to be open to the movement and guidance of the Holy Spirit.   
 

I want to say thank you for your support and faithfulness over the last year.  You have made an impact in 2025. Thank you 
for your participation in worship, study, service and the ways your care for our church family.  Thank you for your sacrificial 
giving that makes our ministry possible.  Thank you for prayers, please keep praying that we will be faithful to God and that 
God would help us to grow and thrive as a congregation.  
 
I took a class this fall that deals with change and transitions and the tensions that come with change. The reality is that 
change is hard. There are ways to make change more palatable, but it isn’t easy.  Often it is not so much that change is 
hard but the grief that comes with loss of what we remember or unmet expectations. For example, we may be anxious that 
we aren’t as big as we once were.  
 
This church has experienced a lot of change since we merged two churches. We have had several pastors, COVID, a 
building campaign as well as having a number of our members pass away or move over the last several years.  There 
have been some positive things along the way as well fewer positive things. One of the ways that we have tried to respond 
to those changes has been to reduce the size of the Session and the church bylaws.  I recognize that many of our core 
members are tired and worn out as the expectations for this church are high and the size of our congregation stretches us 
pretty thin.  We will continue to have some restructuring in an effort to ease the burden on our elders and other busy mem-
bers.  Please pitch in where and when you can because I believe God is calling us to something new next year and we 
need significant participation from our membership. 
 
I want to say a brief word about the debt on our church expansion. Our current debt is roughly 1/2 what it was when I inter-
viewed so thank you for your sacrificial support. Every dollar we pay down on the principal makes a difference.  We are 
probably going to start a capital campaign in 2026 with the goal of hopefully fully eliminating our debt in 3 years, freeing 
more funds for ministry and mission. You will hear more about this later but please pray about your ability for make a finan-
cial gift to significantly impact our loan. Thank you for your continued support.  
 
We have had a fairly quiet campaign to see about reupholstering our sanctuary pews.  I am happy to say that we will likely 
have about 80% of the necessary funds by the end of the year. If you would like to know more about this project, please 
contact me for specific information. At some point we will want to replace our carpet in the sanctuary but that is probably 
several years down the road.  
 
I hope you will join me in believing that God is about to do a new thing, can you feel it? May God bless us in 2026. 
                                                                            Grace and Peace 
                                                                                         Mike 

file:///C:/subscriber/ViewImages.aspx


CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 Rev. Mike O’Neil 

PACKING BASKETS FOR 

CHRISTMAS FOR FISH 



 

 

United In Faith Debt Reduction Update 
 

Initial loan approximately $1,250,000 
 

Current payment $3,421.64 
 

Current interest rate 6.75% 
 

Authentic Life Monthly Loan Payment of $1,500 
 

Loan Balance as of November 1st, 2025 $289,662.30 
 

Loan Balance for ALF as of December 31, 2025 $146546.41 
(final payment approximately Jan.1, 2034) 

 
Current payoff date at current payment  (without extra principal payments) May 1, 2036 

 
We have reduced our lean balance 1/3 since we refinanced. 

 
 

Extra principal payments significantly reduce our interest expense. 

          31st Annual Cookie  Walk 



 

Stewardship and Finance News 

As 2025 draws to a close, there is good news to share about several 

aspects of United Presbyterian Church’s financial situation. Thank you 

for your generous support. 

General budget: During 2025, generous anonymous donors contribut-

ed $17,000 to be used to cover the general budget expenses of United 

Presbyterian Church. As a result, we expect to finish the year with an 

$8,000 budget surplus which will carry over into 2026. 

In addition, during the first half of December, a donor provided $7,500 

to be used for utility expenses in 2026.  This will be a huge lift to one of 

our major expenses. 

Accelerated loan repayment: During 2025, we continued to make our 

regular payments on the building loan and were able to pay an addi-

tional $3,000 quarterly which was applied directly to principal. Gener-

ous donors contributed additional principal payments of about $35,000. 

After making these payments, the principal is now about $260,000, 

down from the $1,250,000 which we borrowed initially. 

Beginning in 2026, Authentic Life will increase its monthly payment to 

United Presbyterian Church by $250. The additional $250 monthly pay-

ments will be included in the approved quarterly loan principal payment 

of $4,000. 

Pew cushioning project: In addition to several contributions, a donor 

has provided $7,500 for the pew cushioning project, bringing total do-

nations to about $13,000 of the $16,000 needed. This project now 

seems within reach in 2026 – please consider donating to help us 

reach goal. 

Good things are happening at United Presbyterian Church. Thank you 

to all our donors for your continuing generosity! 



 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 

   1 2 

 
3 

 

4 Communion  

 10:30 a.m. Choir  

           Rehearsal 

9:30 a.m.          
Sunday School                                                                                                                                                                                                       

11:00 a.m. Worship 

 

5 

 
6 p.m. Scouts 

 

6 
 

 

7-8 Scout 

         Leaders 

7 
 

5:30 pm Bells 

 
 

8 
8:30 p.m.  Bread 

5:00-7:30 pm      
Toastmaster 

9 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 

 

10 
          

11 
Noisy  Offering                     
10:30 a.m. Choir   

       Rehearsal 

9:30 a.m.    Sunday  
School                                                                                                                                                                                

11:00 a.m. Worship 

 

12 

 

6 p.m. Scouts  

6 p.m. PW MTG. 

13 

 

14 
 

5:30 pm Bells 

 

15 
8:30 p.m.  Bread 

5:00-7:30 pm      
Toastmaster 

 

16 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

17 
 

18 

Potluck  

10:30 a.m. Choir  

          Rehearsal 

9:30 a. Sunday 
School 

11:00 a.m. Worship 

 

19 
6 p.m. Scouts  

20 

5:30 p.m. S&F  

21 
 

 

 

5:30 pm Bells 

 

 

22 

 

8:30 p.m.  Bread 

5:00-7:30 pm      
Toastmaster 

23 
 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

24 
 

2510:30 Choir  

        Rehearsal 

9:30 a.m. Sunday  
School                                                                                                                                                                                

11:00 a.m. Worship 

 

26 
6 p.m. Scouts  

27 
6 p.m. Session 

28 
5:30 pm Bells 

29 30 31 

       

JANUARY 2026 



                                                                          

                                                                 Outreach Opportunities 
 
                                                                                      NOISY OFFERING for 2026 

 
1st Quarter FISH 
 
2nd Quarter Camp Gilmont 
 
3rd Quarter Bras for the Cause & Texas Oncology 
 
4th Quarter Women in Need 
 

Noisy offering is the second Sunday of each month.  Save your change and drop it in the silver bowls on 

these date. 

                                                               LITTLE FOOD PANTRY 
 
Food pantry items continue to be needed. There is a critical need for the food we provide to a 
sector of our community. Keep in mind that some of the people taking advantage of the items are 
homeless and without the means to open a can that is not a pop top, or the ability to heat the 
items. Foods that can be eaten cold and contain protein are the most important, specifically 
canned meats such as tuna, chicken and spam, ravioli, peanut butter, granola bars and Vienna 
sausages are great choices. Your continued support of this outreach is greatly appreciated. 

       2025 Advent Candle Lighting  



 For the safety of our children, 

ALL people who work with our 

children are put 

through a back-

ground check!   

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Is the second Sunday of the month  

through the end of the month. 

 

Don't forget to like the church's Face-
book page! Search United Presbyter-
ian Church - Greenville follow and 
like.  Then invite all your Facebook 
friends!   



     JANUARY OPENINGS AND      

                     CLOSINGS  

  

 
GREETERS  

FOR  JANUARY 
 

JANUARY 4            KATHY HOGUE 
JANUARY 11           SHARON LEONARD 
JANUARY 18 
JANUARY 25 
 

 

           JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

        If we missed your 
birthday  we are  very 
sorry.  Please let the    

office know the date 
so I can add it to our 
list.   

 

 
 

I     Rebecca Milan 
2    Carol Peterson 
6    Thomas Frank Jones 
22   Susie Geer, Jacob Blanchard 
23   Gabrielle Geer 
30   Talen Castillo 
 
 

 
 If we missed your birthday I am very sorry.  Please let 
the office know the date so I can add it to my list.  

Children’s Church is being held for children from 
the ages of 4 through 5th grade. Following the 
Children’s Sermon children will go with the  
leader to the children’s area for worship.     

Parents are asked to pick their children up after 
the worship service is over.   

 

 

 

The Children and Youth Ministry is looking for more    
volunteers to help with Children’s Church.            
Children's Church meets each Sunday right after the   
pastor’s Children’s sermon except for Communion 
Sunday. 

Even if you aren’t called to teach a lesson we need a 
volunteer to be in the classroom with the teacher 
each Sunday.  If you can help us with this very       
important ministry please contact one of our      
committee.   

We would think you were an angel. 

Mike O’Neil                Melanie Marsh 



 

 
FIRST  QUARTER   
             2026 

                       NOISY OFFERING 

  The noisy offering for January, February 
and  March 2026 will go to Hunt County 
Shared Ministries and Lake Area Shared 
Ministries. You can drop your coins in the 
bowls every 2nd Sunday of the month. 

 

 

    

Don't forget to like the church's Facebook page! 

Search United Presbyterian Church - Greenville fol-

low and like.  Then invite all your Facebook 

Upper Room Devotional Books  

The Upper Room daily devotional is available 

for free at www.upperroom.org.  Perhaps 

church members who use their computers    

daily would rather use an electronic device to 

read the upper room. 

  

       OFFICE HOURS   

Monday - Thursday  9 am to 12 pm 1pm to 5pm  

Wednesday 9 am to 2:30 pm 

Friday office is closed 

http://www.upperroom.org


 

Truth and Relationships 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     WE STILL HAVE SOME  12 FOOT 
PEWS AVAIABLE AT NO CHARGE TO      
ANYONE WHO WOULD LIKE ONE. 

WE CAN NOT DELIVER.   

PLEASE CONTACT MIKE IF YOU ARE 

INTERESTED  



       

United Presbyterian Church 
5905 Stonewall Street 
Greenville, TX  75402 
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